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Fischer-Tropsch conversion

Using a catalyst, the Fischer-

Tropsch (FT) reaction converts

syngas into a range of

hydrocarbons such as fuel and

chemical components and other

co-products. Low- and high-

temperature operating modes

provide different product splits.

exploiting the benefits of fischer-tropsch technology

sasol’s integrated business model

Exploration and production

Sasol obtains its raw materials (coal, gas and crude oil) through its

coal-mining activities and oil and gas exploration and production

activities, which are supplemented by purchases from the open

market. Some raw materials are sold directly to external markets.

Syngas production

Using steam and oxygen at high temperatures, coal is gasified and

natural gas reformed to produce synthesis gas (syngas, a mixture of

carbon monoxide and hydrogen).
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Fuel products

In the liquid fuels business, synthetic fuel

components are upgraded and marketed

together with conventional fuels

produced in a refinery from crude oil.

Co-products

Coal gasification and the Fischer-Tropsch

processes also produce co-products for recovery

and beneficiation. These include ammonia,

crude tar acids and sulphur.

Chemical products 

Chemical intermediates from the Fischer-Tropsch

process are separated, purified and, together with

conventional chemical raw materials, converted into

a range of final products such as polymers, solvents,

olefins and surfactants and waxes.

Sasol markets products directly to

the consumer, as well as to

commercial and industrial

customers, thereby integrating its

upstream and downstream activities.

7571 - AR front (1)p1-21(z7)  10/11/06  1:40 PM  Page 21


